Haiden (Hall of Worship )
Facts about KATORI-JINGU Shrine
Location: Katori, Sawara City, Chiba Prefecture .
Deity Enshrined: Futsunushi-no-Okami ( alias Iwainushi-no-Mikoto)
Deity's Achievements: Under the command of Amatersisu-Omiksmi (Great
Divinity Hiuminating Heaven), Futsunushi-no-Okami, in cooperation with the God of
Kashima, successfully talked . Okuninushi-no-Mikoto, the God of Izumo Province
{ presently, Shimane Prefecture), into peacefully reverting the country to the Imperial
descendants and Inid the ground for the creation of Japan by vanquishing all the
dissenting deities. Futsunushi-no-Okami also was instrumental in completing the
difficult task of developing the eastern provinces, thereby contributing greatly to the
creation of a peaceful nation in Japan, securing stability and welfare for the people.
Deity's Virtues: Deeply revered, from the ancient times, by the Imperial Household
as a guardian shrine of the Japancse nation, Katori-Jingu ( one of the selected shrines
honored by the title of 7ingu) was the “ Number One Shrine” of the Province of
Shimofusa (presently, parts of Chiba and Tbaraki prefectures). In the Meiji era and
after, the shrine was accorded the title of kanpei taisha, the highest tile Shinto
shrines could aspire to. Today, Katori-Jingu is one of the shrines whose ceremonies
Shrines all over the country, including -Taisha of Nara and Shiogame-Jinja
of the Tohokn district, are dedicated to the same deity as that of Katori-Jingu. Long
referred to as the " lower shrine” to Ise-Jingu's * upper shrine”, Katori-Jingu has, for
centuries, been the center of veneration for people of all walks of life as the seat of
the god of industries (agriculture, commerce and manufaciuring),” marine safety, wish
fulfillment, good matrimony and smooth -childbirth. Because ‘of his extraordinary
military prowess, the God of Katori-Jingu has also been venerated as a guardian of
peace, diplomacy, victory and traffic safety as well as & protection against
misfortunes.
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Shrine Constructions: Ancient documents handed down in the shrine state that the
pillars of Katori-Jingu were first erected in the 18th year of the reign of Japan's first

emperor, Jimmu, -~ .

“The shrine celebrated, with great festivitics; the 2600th anniversary of its founding

~in the 33rd year of Showa (1958). In the olden times, the custom had it that the

main shirine of Katori-Jingu be rebuilt every 20 years as in the case of Ise-Jingu. The
custom, however, was since discontinued and the present shrine structures (main
shrine, tower gate and hall for sacred dances) were built in the 13th year of Genroku

'{1700) at the command of Tokugawa Tunayoshi. In the 15th year of Showa (1940),

the reconstruction of the hall of worship and the repairment of the main shrine and

 other structures were carried out at'government expense, In the three-year period from
“‘the 52nd year of Showa (1977), shrine structiures were completely re-roofed and a
* fresh coat of wrushi lacquer was applied to all the necessary parts. The shrine
- stractures ‘are of the so-called Gongen style with the main shrine (important cultural
 property), the middle shrine and the hall of worship closely commected with one
- Shrine Premises: Katori-Jingu's ‘premises, popularly known as the Kam

egascyama
Hill, Otsuki Region, measuring 123,000 square meters in ali, have been designated as
a’‘natural monument by the Chiba prefectural government. In addition to its immediate
premises, the shrine holds ‘considersble land space elsewhere, Densely covered with

- old Japanese cedar trees, the shrine premises are quiet, solemn and aweinspiring.
* .The view from the Sakura-no-Baba (Cherry Riding Grouad) in the back of the
 shrine is truly

spectacular as it commands the Suigo ( Swampland) Quasi-National
Park area, including Itako, famous for its iris flowers.
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